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Certainly! 


was there, the ground, the air and water. 
always had been. There are more “raw materials” 
today than there were when Rome ruled the world. 

The only thing new knowledge how 
get and rearrange raw materials. Every invention 
modern times was Rameses, Caesar, 
Charlemagne. 

this sense, then, have available today existing 
raw materials the inventions that can make our lives 
longer, happier, and inconceivably easier. need only 
knowledge bring them into reality. 

Could there possibly better argument for the 
strengthening our sources knowledge—our colleges 
and universities? Can possibly deny that the welfare, 
progress—indeed the very fate—of our nation depends 
the quality knowledge generated and transmitted 
these institutions higher learning? 

almost unbelievable that society such ours, 
which has profited vastly from accelerated accumu- 
lation knowledge, should allow anything threaten 
the wellsprings our learning. 


Sponsored public service, cooperation with the Council for Financial Aid Education, 


Atomic power day? 


Yet this the case 


The crisis that confronts our colleges today threatens 
weaken seriously their ability produce the kind 


graduates who can assimilate and carry forward our 


rich heritage learning. 

The crisis composed several elements: salary 
scale that driving away from teaching the kind 
mind most qualified teach; overcrowded classrooms; 
and mounting pressure for enrollment that will double 
1967. 

very real sense our personal and national progress 
depends our colleges. They must have our aid. 

Help the colleges universities your choice. Help 
them plan for stronger faculties and expansion. The 
returns will greater than you think. 


4 
HIGHER EDUCATION 


KEEP IT BRIGHT 


you want know what the college 
crisis means you, write for free book- 
let to: HIGHER EDUCATION, Box 36, 


Times Square Station, New York 36, 
New York. 
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examine, for moment, some questions 

which have been seriously ignored both psy- 
chology anthropology. They are old questions 
which have been the toys logic and philosophy 
for many years but which, the last forty years, have 
come the forefront serious mathematical, logical 
and philosophical thought. They are crucial questions 
for psychology and the study culture. mean the 
questions connected with what are technically called, 
Bertrand Russell’s terminology, the Logical Types. 

Anciently, the questions back before clas- 
sical Greece, and the most famous example the 
paradox Epimenides. Epimenides was Cretan, 
and said “all Cretans are liars.” The question 
whether that proposition could true not. 
write blackboard the words “all messages 
this blackboard are untrue,” can then ask whether 
that message can true not. The message the 
undoubtedly one the category 
Messages which refers. claims that all such 
Messages are untrue. Therefore true must 
are left with oscillation: if-yes-then-no, if-no-then- 
yes. 

This matter, say, has been toy philos- 
and logicians, but became serious preoc- 
with Whitehead and Russell’s Principia 
Mathematica and subsequent work. long step 
these logical twisters the sort thing that 
Psychiatrist observes consulting room. And 
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THE DISGUISES MEANING 


task convince you that this matter the logical 
types something you have got think about 
you wish treat seriously the phenomena human 
culture and human interrelations. 

Let define the relation between one logical 
type and the next. the step from the members 
class (where those members are messages, 
names, nameables, words for nameables) 
messages about the class labels for the class. 
the step from the label “elephant” the label 
“class elephants.” The paradox generated the 
notion that the name the class could somehow 
member the class; that the message the black- 
board could member that class messages 
about which message. 

Now let see what this means, not the ab- 
stract realm logical formulation, but terms 
what people and say. are constantly exchang- 
ing stuff: signals, messages, coughs that are meaning- 
ful, hesitations, and even words which are sometimes 
meaningful. partly know words these 
are, what sort messages. That means, now, that 
have knowledge about messages. exchange mes- 
sages about messages. 

you down zoo, anywhere where pre- 
human mammals are observed, you will find 
them engaged play. You will find, think, that 
play real phenomenon real category be- 
havior and that this category behavior contains 
meaningful actions which are related some way 
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DISGUISES 


continued 


other meaningful actions which are not play. There 
are scratches and bites and snarls within the vocabu- 
lary play and other scratches and bites and snarls 
within the vocabulary non-play, the bites and 
snarls, for example, combat courtship. 

Now fairly evident that the participating 
animals discriminate between these categories, that 
they are able exchange non-verbal messages which 
distinguish between play and non-play. Implicit 
the act, implicit the scratches, bites and snarls, are 
which carry from one animal the other the state- 
ment “this play.” And this immense advance 
the evolution communication. 

wish call your attention here the work 
the ethologists. Konrad Lorenz’ King Solomon’s 
Ring book written explicitly the assumption 
that animal and bird communication all automatic, 
that there signal issued animal which 
knows issuing signal. When about fly for 
home, the jackdaw cries “keeaw” automatic 
response the stimulus being about fly for 
home. This leads other jackdaws fly for home and 
cry “keeaw.” But “keeaw,” according Lorenz, 
does not mean going home” and does not 
mean “come home.” did, the bird would 
emitting signals and knowing that they were signals. 
And the book written nominally the assumption 
that jackdaws cannot this. 

But Lorenz’ fascination documenting the 
converse case: that, really, jackdaws emit signals 
knowing them signals. demonstrates that 
they use the “keeaw” signal not only automatically 
but also “ballading.” They sit the roof and cry 
making songs, poetry perhaps, ballading 
about going home, nostalgia. Further, they will 
use the cries combat combat taking 
place. Lorenz would sometimes rush out the house 
see which his jackdaws was fighting and find 
that was only old So-and-So, sitting the roof 
telling stories about combat perhaps boasting. 
using anthropomorphic phrases make the point 
that the signal now has two orders abstraction, 
one the primary automatic and the second the simula- 


tion the primary automatic. 

This the same step the evolution com- 
munication that the mother and the new-born baby 
have achieve during the first few weeks the 
baby’s life. Initially, the baby squawks purely 
automatic reflex base. Its stomach cramps and the 
baby squawks. The mother has automatic in-built 
response that squawk which makes her jump, and 
she goes the baby. This the Garden Eden, the 
stage innocent automatism. But very rapidly there 
change. Baby learns that can make mother 
come emitting this noise. Mother learns that baby 
now emitting this noise make her come. And 
mother learns discriminate between the automatic 
squawk and the more purposive squawk. They achieve 
communication two levels: labeling message 
well the message labeled. 

If, with these preliminary questions, start 
look what happening any human relationship, 
suddenly the whole scene becomes explosively more 
complex than have conventionally allowed for 
our psychological and anthropological statements. 
have, for example, the use metaphor and ritual. 
What going when metaphor used? What 
ritual? there such thing literal statement? 
non-metaphoric statement? What dream? What 
goes the strange interchange which called 
psychotherapy? people mean what they say 
each other? what sense they mean it? And 
what sense not mean it? 

When record, now, that the Balinese believe 
certain sort hell, land the dead, the word 
“believe” must given question mark. What 
mean that word? are making com 
municational statement about the status Balinese 
proposition, about its status whole range 
ceivable that any Balinese would the stake for 
proposition involving religious mythology. 
nese will talk you about the supernatural, about 
heaven and hell; will quite meticulous and 
careful when talks. will paint pictures 
the supernatural and hell. But will then 
clude his remarks with “So said.” would 
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impossible communicate Balinese that 
Anglo-Saxons have religious system which one 
can say that its myths are either true untrue. And 
that Anglo-Saxons can even fight about whether the 
myths are true untrue Darwin and the bish- 
ops did the 19th Century. 

You could not tell Balinese what Darwin and 
the bishops were fighting about because the word 
would different word. The way which 
Balinese accepts his mythology different from 
the way which the bishops, stirred Darwin, 
thought they ought accept their mythology. Re- 
member that there interaction here, that Dar- 
win, quoting the evidence geology, evolution, com- 
parative anatomy and on, was assuming that the 
bishops were treating the Book Genesis cer- 
tain sort message scientific message. What 
resulted was fantastic argument which was gen- 
erated false identification logical types. The 
Book Genesis was perhaps not that sort message 
begin with. 

suddenly complicated matter, then, look 
ourselves the Balinese, the mentally sick 
the psychiatrist. know that human beings 
work and operate such degree complexity 
that there are two three logical types involved. 
There always the question “do you mean what 
you say are you joking?” But not always 
label our types. There whole mass behavior 
which conventionally not labeled “this play” and 
not labeled “this not play.” mean the whole 
business initiation. all the initiations have 
ever seen and all that have ever read about, the 
initiators engage hazing, more less hostile, more 
less sadistic, vis vis the novice. The hazing be- 
havior labeled only with question mark “is 
this serious” “is this and the novice 
can look the eye and know what then 
has been initiated. 

And there are all sorts behaviors, com- 
ing realize work with schizophrenics, which 
there absolute rule that the recipient the 
message must never learn what sort message the 
message is. This is, course, characteristic the 
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schizophrenic. tells “no-doze tablets are rea- 
sonable.” And you are left hanging. You don’t know 
whether this metaphor, animism attributing 
human characteristics no-doze tablets irony 
time remember that the previous interview there 
had been mention bankers eating no-doze tablets. 
“Reasonable,” you have got remember, insult 
word. It’s what Mother asked him be. And remem- 
ber that the therapist, was trying wake him 


up, and was probably regarded member the 
world bankers. 


you are going sort out this kind material 
poetry, art, religious rituals, mythologies, dreams 
and you must have sliding scale cate- 
gories what kind behavior each item can be. 
could metaphoric, ironic, playful, bitter; could 
refer me, could have been really talking 
about no-doze tablets. could refer the hospital, 
his parents, through whole range possible 
meanings. the statement about no-doze tablets 
could simultaneously upon three four the 
possible eight ten levels. And the subject isn’t 
going give the message that “this play,” 
“this irony,” “this metaphor.” 


Now new question arises. Granted that there 
are multiple modes communication, are they the 
same from culture culture? guess feeling 
strongly that they are not. not know whether 
the system such categories behaviors Culture 
going similar the system another cul- 
ture. This will have settled field work, but 
very strong suspicion that the systems are quite 
different from culture culture. suspect that the 
word “irony,” the word “metaphor,” which are very 
crude words for the sort thing talking about, 
are virtually untranslatable from one language an- 
other. you have tried, for example, translate 
New Yorker jokes into English English, you will have 
found that rather difficult task. 


difficult, suggest, for just this sort rea- 
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continued 


autonomic response. want know now: under 


son: that the meta-categories about what joke is, 
what humor is, about what the serious, the direct, 
the ironic are, this whole set patterns must undergo 
almost total melting down and restructuring 
come another language. not yet have 
the technical terms with which discuss this sort 
difference between two languages. cannot map 
the meta-linguistic categories culture. 

All this raises some questions about the nature 
learning. Let take the communication between 
psychiatrist and patient. The patient tells the psy- 
chiatrist that can use the typewriter. The psy- 
chiatrist not particularly interested. Then the patient 
goes and tells the psychiatrist something about 
the circumstances under which learned use the 
typewriter. His aunt rewarded him for certain sorts 
error, punished him for certain sorts correctness, 
and general behaved like teacher. this point 
the psychiatrist begins prick his ears, and 
ask for more information. wants work out the 
contextual pattern, the contextual sequences which 
the learning occurred. The psychiatrist not inter- 
ested whether the dog salivates when hears 
buzzer whether the man able typewrite 
when sees typewriter. is, however, interested 
the context the learning. What was rewarded? 
Did reward come automatically? Did come the 
learner’s ingratiation coercion the teacher? There 
whole mass possible patterns here, and 
the psychiatrist’s assumption that these patterns 
which will determine something which shall loosely 
call character. The contextual setting the meta- 
statement about learning, the statement the next 
level abstraction the level which the psy- 
chiatrist the novelist the artist interested. 

The experimental psychologists surely had ex- 
plore the first level first; the Pavlovian experiments 
had be. performed. The same true for the ex- 
periments instrumental reward. But want 
know now: under what circumstances get 
Pavlovian animal animal whose habit mind 
and undesirable events, and prepare for them 


what circumstances get “instrumental” 


animal one who thinks can change the course 


events the universe that the gratifications 
will come. 

suggesting that there the field learn- 
ing hierarchy levels, from the simple ability 
receive simple signal the more abstract learning 
that this signal the signal which is. This the 
same sort hierarchy abstract levels that men- 
tioned when spoke signals, and signals about 
signals, and signals about signals about signals. And, 
therefore, the field learning must expect 
encounter the Epimenides paradox. 

Let give you example. Suppose one or- 
ganism imposes injunction upon another: “You 
are this.” immaterial whether the 
setting some kind with rewards and punishments. 
The second animal will learn, and will come 
obey the injunction when given the appropriate con- 
ditioned stimulus. Now let the teaching organism 
add “but you are not get the idea that command 
you.” Now the second organism learn obey 
injunction, but not learn make the more 


general statement about the experimenter which 


would appropriate this level. have, then, 
negative one level, positive another, both 
perhaps related punishment and the result 
situation which becomes quite intolerable. have 


all been through such situations human 
communicating somewhere from three 
levels abstraction. children only controlled 
two three levels and our parents perhaps controlled 


three four. This sort experience the essence 


being human beings, the initiators concealing the 
level their hazing presenting partially insoluble 
problem the novice until stretches and makes 


the next step. 


all this, human beings have obviously all 
sorts possibilities for mislabeling misconnecting 
our levels, trying falsify the levels what other 
people have said, trying falsify the levels what 
ourselves say, and arriving either essentially 


psychotic breakdown humor. Humor the 


ceptance the multilevel nature human 
munication. The Epimenides paradox Russell’ 
class classes which are not members 
the paradigm for one the principal themes 


all joking. And humor the great alternative 
psychosis. 


Gregory Bateson, psychologist and cultural anthro 
pologist, was educated St. John’s College 
land. frequent contributor journals the field 


personality and culture, has spent several 


anthropological field work. 
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powerful unvanquished excellent black 
snake, which hastas length, enters 
the course day its tail grows 
meticians, tell what time this serpent 
enters fully the hole. Mahavira 


PROBLEM the powerful unvanquished 

excellent black snake, which engaged the atten- 
tion the Hindu mathematician Mahavira about 
850 AD, not the only mathematical fragment 
have from this thinker. More significant, certainly, 
the fact that Mahavira offered perhaps the earliest 
discussion the number zero, one the most im- 
portant contributions mathematics has made civili- 
zation. 

Zero one the so-called natural numbers. 
1,000,000, are the counting numbers, called “natural” 
because their obvious application objects the 
world. The lack zero handicapped even the ad- 
vanced ancient civilizations Rome and Greece. 
Caesar, multiplying 247 73, wrote CCXLVII and 
LXXIII and went from there. 
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NUMBERS 


continued 


Today the idea placement values used. In, 


the number 23, the figure the unit’s column 
and the figure the ten’s column. Thus the 
number the figure means two tens, while the 
number 32, the figure means two units. 

utilize the idea place values, the number 
zero necessary. For the expressions 203 2003, 
there must some symbol for the blanks between the 
and the figure indicate that belongs 
hundreds thousands and not tens. 

Consider again the number twenty-three, which 
our notation written 23; and let examine the 
meaning the symbol 23. Clearly means say: add 
three units two tens. other words, have 
twenty-three objects placed line, group them 
two rows ten each and place the three remaining 
units elsewhere. 

But why group the objects tens? Why not 
group them nines? group them nines, 
should have two groups nine and five units 
left over; and this might indicate the symbol 
25. might, course, equally well place the 
objects groups seven, obtaining the symbol 
which would mean that there are now three groups 
seven and two units left over. 

avoid confusion shall call each method 
grouping scale and write s=9 when group 
nines and s=7 when group sevens. When 
consider the ordinary scale, shall use the or- 
dinary symbols. Thus shall have: 

s=9 s=7 
or, more simply, 

natural inquire why choose the scale 
possess ten fingers and our ancestors counted their 


fingers? There undoubtedly much truth this con- 
jecture. But there historical evidence prove that 
there have been peoples who have made use the 
scale twenty. Traces this scale can found 
the French language which uses the expression 
four twenties and three for 83, and four twenties and 
thirteen for may also quote Abraham Lincoln: 
Fourscore and seven years ago.” 

Other scales have been used. The word dozen 
the English language and the foot-length divided 
into twelve inches are evidence that scale twelve 
has been use. 2500 B.C. the ancient Sumerians 
made use sixty scale and passed this system 
the Babylonians. This system has left its traces 
our own civilization with sixty seconds minute, 
sixty minutes hour and six times sixty degrees 
circle. 

Very interesting the dual scale, the scale 
two. Here need only two symbols: and 
Here the number 110101 would mean plus 
twos plus four plus eights plus sixteen plus 
thirty-two; that is, our notation, 

For ordinary purposes the dual system not 
practical. Thus, express the number 15,855 the 
dual scale must write 11110111101111. the 
other hand, this precisely the scale preferred 
our electronic computers. electronic computation 
the economy symbols utmost importance, 
while the length time takes write the numbers 
little consequence. 

However, the ancient Egyptians and some mod- 
ern peoples have made use the dual system 
special case and thus avoided the use 
plication tables. They did the ingenious system 
13, first write the dual scale: 1101), 
that is, 
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78912345678 


eight plus four plus twos plus unit. 
Then double again and again the given num- 


ber 74, writing, the side, the digits the factor 
written dual form: 


962 


Here only the multiples opposite the digit are copied 
down; the multiples opposite the digit are omitted. 
The sum the numbers written down the product 
required. The answer 962. 

Let now turn the scale seven. The only 
the number 215) our ordinary scale ten? 

have here units, group seven and two groups 
forty-nine (seven sevens); that is, 98, 
which adds 110. 

Similarly for the number 364). write this num- 

ber the scale ten, add units sevens 
and forty-nines, thus: 147, which adds 
193. 

can add these two numbers directly the 
scale seven follows: 

215 
364 


612 

begin with the units. This number 
separated into units and group seven, which 
must carried over the next column. the second 
separate into unit and group forty-nine, 
which carried into the third column, thus giving 
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forty-nines, 

can also represent fractions this notation. 
Thus, 3.2) would mean the scale ten 2/7. 

may interest now compare how the 
fraction may written “decimal” fraction 
the various scales notation, from the scale 
ten down the scale two. 


0.0101010 


Opportunity for generalization one the most 
interesting aspects mathematics. inquire 
any properties numbers expressed the scale 
ten carry over for other scales, the answer the 
affirmative. 

Two important properties number expressed 
the scale ten are first, that number expressed 
the scale ten divisible when and only 
when the sum its digits divisible and sec- 
ond, that number expressed the scale ten 
divisible when and only when the sum its 

Examples: 

4052 not divisible 
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1234 
1234 


5714 not divisible 

note that the scale ten the divisors are 
scale seven the divisors will (seven minus 
and and which are factors the scale 
eight the rule will apply only the divisor be- 
cause has factors. 

Example the scale eights 

324 not divisible 

The general proposition can now expressed 
follows: 

number expressed the scale divisible 
(or any factor when and only when 
the sum its digits divisible (or that 
factor 

How would number given the scale ten 
expressed another scale? the converse ex- 
pression? 

Let us, for the purpose analogy, consider that 
the planet Mars inhabited creatures similar 
ourselves, that these creatures are intelligent and have 


place value system representing numbers. How- 
ever, assuming that they have eight fingers instead 
ten, their scale notation might eight. For the 
sake simplicity shall assume that they make use 
must now invent words corresponding our hun- 
dreds and thousands. For purposes association 
shall call them DENS, DUNDREDS and 
SANDS. And just hundred times 10, and 
thousand times times 10, den shall 
times 
That is, dousand our language 512 and 

dundred our number 64. The Martian number 
2351 they will call dousand, dundred, dens and 
This number our notation would 


which would call one thousand two hundred 


seven. 
Thus easy convert our scale number 


written Martian scale. But what about the 


process? converting the number 1257 the scale 
ten the scale eight the work would 
tabulated this manner: 


512 1257 
1024 

233 
192 


Our result 2351). 


From this general discussion one question 


preferred? 


have seen that the dual scale, while theoret- 


ically and logically excellent, not practical. The 
scales twenty and higher numbers involve too 
many symbols. 

must, therefore, choose between the scale 


ten and the scale twelve. There little question 
that the scale twelve, inasmuch divisible 


could more easily manipulated. And there are many 
who agitate favor changing the scale 


twelve. Man, however, general conservative and 


influenced tradition, and unlikely that the 
change will made. 


Dr. Louis Silverman retired from Dartmouth 
1954 professor emeritus mathematics. spent 


years Dartmouth, has lectured universities 
western and eastern Europe, and helped organiz 
the University Tel Aviv. Dr. Silverman joined the 


University faculty visiting professor math 
ematics the fall 1956. 
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THE HOUSE SHOWN HERE (DETAIL 
MODEL) WAS DESIGNED FOR 
ILY FIVE BILLY HAVINS PART 
THE THIRD YEAR AR- 
CHITECTURAL PROGRAM. HIS SOLUTION 
INVOLVED MODULAR PLAN AL- 
MOST CLASSICIAL SEVERITY AND 
GEODESIC DOME WHICH CAN SERVE 
FOCAL POINT FOR OUTDOOR ACTIV- 
BURDETTE KEELAND WAS THE DE- 
SIGN CRITIC. 


FORUM 


PROBLEM: 
HOUSE 
FOR 
FIVE 
PEOPLE 


/ | q 7 & ¥S 


the extravagance 


JEAN 


ONE HAS been more surprised the Ameri- 

can successes the French playwright Jean 
Giraudoux than his own countrymen. Giraudoux had 
long been known the French difficult, obscure 
and somewhat “precious” novelist, and his debut 
1928 playwright was event awaited Paris- 
ian audiences with degree apprehension. But 
the hands the remarkable Louis Jouvet company, 
Giraudoux’s Siegfried sounded new note the mori- 
bund French theatre and this note, like that the 
enterprising trumpeter Amphitryon 38, was merely 
hint the magnificent symphony the artist had 
mind. 

Determined offer the playgoer relief from both 
the realistic drama that dominated the French stage 
and his own earthbound existence, Giraudoux ushered 
him into magic realm exotic decor and extraordi- 
nary language. list the settings the plays that 
followed reads like the posters travel bureau: 
GREECE, with Amphitryon 38; PALESTINE, with 
Judith; LIMOUSIN, with Intermezzo; GREECE 
again, with Tiger the Gates and Electra; SOUTH 
SEAS, with Supplement Voyage; RHINE- 
LAND, with Ondine; VALLEY THE RHONE, 
with For Lucretia; THE ENDS THE EARTH, 
with Sodom and Gomorrah. 


For American audiences, Giraudoux his- 
SIDNEY GREENSTREET AMPHITRYON tory “difficulty” overcome; outside academic 
circles, his novels remain almost unknown here. Com- 
ing his work without preconceptions and with the 
aid such engaging players Audrey 
(Ondine), Michael Redgrave (Tiger the Gates), 
Martita Hunt (Madwoman Chaillot) and the Lunts 
(Amphitryon 38), Americans found the playwright 
immensely stimulating, just French audiences had. 
Playgoers everywhere perceived, through 
prismatic language, realities which immeasurably en- 


riched their own notions the meaning the 
Will McLendon 


The theatregoer who encounters 
rapid-fire metaphors for the first time finds that one 


startling verbal image breeds another, then another king 
and another, each more extravagant than the last wor 
Eventually discovers that what has termed 
extravagant (meaning, probably, striking but 
leaving the beaten path, from extra 
Similarly, the kind individual who central for 
the playwright the extravagant hero someone even 
who, the nature his inner life his actions, 


walks lonely and unblazed path. whic 
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Such separateness alone would 
doubtless not make him superior admirable; there 
something more involved. Giraudoux not pos- 
tulating simple neurotic, incapable adapting him- 
self the fate the majority. His hero has 
singular the universe and human nature, 
constant adoration not humanity but existence. 
The fact that exist never ceases amaze Girau- 
doux, whose and heroines, however far they 


wander from the beaten track, cannot escape this 
reality. 


For Giraudoux, then, the true hero one who, 
living exception the ideals society, myster- 
iously embodies the true sense nature and 
example demonstrates special view the reality 
existence. The roots this extra-ordinary existence 
are planted the heart earthly life Ondine, 
the water sprite turned human, excellent ex- 
ample and permit this spiritual exile have 
knowledge his brothers more complete than 
were one with them. 


the works Giraudoux this eccentric, or, 
the French would say, this original, becomes the ori- 
ginal man woman, the innocent inhabitant the 
Garden Eden. such, charged with dual 
responsibility. First, must assure the collaboration 
between man and the universe, and second, awaken 
the minds and sensitivities sleeping humanity. 
Eden, for Giraudoux’s creatures frequently fancy 
themselves inhabitants the world that existed be- 
fore original sin. Prayer the Eiffel Tower (1923), 
Giraudoux likens himself Adam: see the antique 
furnishings this Old Earth just Adam saw them, 
the trees and the ponds without original sin blem- 
ish, and behold modern furnishings, the telephone, 
the movies and the automobile, all their divinity. 
little Messiah for minute objects and creatures. 
use certain words certain adjectives too, 
friend just Adam used 

This preoccupation with the plant and animal 
kingdoms paramount importance Giraudoux’s 
work precisely because saw the solution this 
problem the key which could reopen the doors 
vast corner the lost paradise. this need 
better proof than the insuppressible elan toward 
nature which motivates each his heroes and hero- 
ines. speaks “flattering animals,” objects, and 
even caressing trees. would approach them, 
them; longer had that stupid self-esteem 
which keeps human beings from caressing trees 
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Judith, the heroine the play that name, 
remarks when question getting her bear- 
ings: “Every schoolgirl has learned that class. You 
just stroke the trees. The moss indicates the north.” 
Agnes, The Apollo Bellac, caresses butterfly 
and even makes chandelier glow stroking 
with flattering words. All would well with the 
world, the artist seems saying, only human 
beings could banish pride and let their innate tender- 
ness manifest itself. 

this note Giraudoux and his protagonists 
strive again and again “realize the order the 
world” themselves. The phrase alone indicates how 
vigorously they stand opposition the philosoph- 
ical currents our time. man does not speak 
constantly “the order the world” regards 
the universe absurd machine which thwarts 
all human effort and forces men into hopelessly 
frantic life. Standing squarely before the fact the 
human condition, Giraudoux’s hero puts the blame 
not incomprehensible universe but men 
themselves, who have falsified and upset its original 
harmony. 

Giraudoux’s creatures all arrive the same ex- 
treme point where human perception the universe 
confounds itself with the divine. These exiles who 
live fiercely extra-human realms, world 
absolute values hidden from the rest the 
trivial and the transitory, become sensitive organs 
perception, become the very antennae human- 
ity. The charming heroine early novel, Suzanne 
and the Pacific, isolated shipwreck desert 
isle, gains knowledge humanity more detailed 
than her island “were connected radio with all 
the capitals the world.” The Madwoman Chail- 
lot, seemingly isolated within the world her fancy, 
has the master plan for everything that going 
Paris. Isabelle, the young schoolteacher Inter- 
mezzo, the capricious Ondine, and 
Alemena Amphitryon (who feels that “her 
fibres are continuation those other creatures, 
animals and plants”), all are direct contact with 
what Lawrence has called “the third electrical 
circuit,” that which links the individual with the non- 
human cosmos. 

Perhaps none Giraudoux’s heroes 
equipped than Jacques, the novel Combat with 
the Angel, for detecting these special circuits. lets 
know from the outset that has always had 
way sensing “those crises which arise between 
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GIRAUDOUX continued 


AUDREY HEPBURN ONDINE 


generations, between continents and between races.” 
His life each moment contact with all the 
universe, past future. the coat dust which 
finds the furniture his livingroom dis- 
covers particles which surely fell Ninevah and 
Babylon the day after the cities were sacked. 

Such extraordinary passages are means 
rare Giraudoux, and largely because his 
fondness for such dazzling devices that entire 
generation readers and playgoers France has 
been blinded into thinking him little more than 
magician, precieux tickling their sophisticated senses. 
But the critics who use the word “precious” 
derogatory label are guilty double injustice: they 
slander not only Giraudoux but also many brilliant 
men and women 17th Century France who were 
never guilty being precieux ridicules. Far from 
simply delighting wild artificiality language, 
the precieux Giraudoux’s novels and plays restrains 
and collects himself the face each new experi- 
ence, the better realize its full value. Thus for 
Giraudoux the adjective precieux has assumed its 
original and direct meaning, indicating manner 
appreciating the value, the preciousness object, 
person situation. more detailed study would 
reveal that the episodic character Giraudoux’s 
heroes and heroines function the word dif- 
ference and that this distinction inseparable from 
his notion preciousness. precisely the newness 
and differentness each experience and object that 
intrigues him. 

Thus language becomes instrument means 
which the playwright blazes the unbeaten path 
which his “extravagant” heroes elect follow. And 
the course they pursue often seems inhuman, 
because Giraudoux’s conception the hero 
radically opposed the widely accepted notion 
the hero savior. The vocation hero not, for 
Giraudoux, necessarily moral one. Despite the Ger- 
manic element his intellectual background, care- 
fully eludes the sort ideal heroism that Wagner 
celebrates his Parsifal, the happy poor spirit, 
his Siegfried, the superb innocent. Quite the 


contrary, Giraudoux’s cosmogony requires that the 
hero assume all responsibility (as does Leah, Sodom 
and Gomorrah), that lucidity itself (Ulysses, 
Tiger the Gates), and above all that the 
champion inflexible line conduct. Although 
this triumph the will most often coincides with 
the superior interests society, also seems, times, 
directed equally against society and against the 
individual. Here the best examples are the inhuman 
figures Electra, Edmee, Leah even Ondine. 
Ondine alone, the family these heroines, 
represents not the human aspiration toward the super- 
natural the divine, but the gesture which the divine 


makes bridge the gap and reach humanity. On- 


dine Love itself: “How does she look, this Ondine?” 
asks Bertha. “Like what she is, like love,” replies 
Hans. She universal harmony, the soul Nature 
which asks nothing more than peace with 
man. “It true that nature like get angry 
with men. She prejudiced their favor.” And 
Ondine prejudiced favor Hans; she does every- 
thing possible prevent his being unfaithful her, 
even pretending have committed infidelity 
herself. But there are anti-heroes, those who cannot 
fathom the extravagant soul, and Hans one. Not 
only incapable detecting the “third circuit” 
which would enable him make contact with all 
creation; irritated what calls the swarming 
the extra-human lives around him, the very 
movement creation. 

Will man never able get rid all these 
pests, asks Hans? and the First Judge replies that 
only once his life has felt the world delivered 
“of all these presences and these infernal doubles” 
but that occasion, adds, felt all the more 
strongly the terror solitude 
planet. Hans, nevertheless, has decided have his 
soul all himself, whatever the cost; has “stupidly 
cut pieces the universal soul.” Now man, “once 
has offended Nature,” lost, and Hans, who repre- 
sents mankind, has deceived Ondine. Faced with the 
infidelity this supernatural young woman can there- 
after more than reveal her inmost nature, her 
supreme indifference. When the close the play 
she has lost her human memory, she sees Hans 
stretched out dead and exclaims: “Who this hand- 
some young man Who he? Oh, like him! 
Can't brought back life?” But when the 
King the Ondines says impossible, she turns 
gracefully away with: “That’s too bad! How would 
have loved him!” Such Nature’s reaction, according 
Giraudoux, such the universal soul the face 
the inveterate weakness humanity which has 
had everything its favor: supreme indifference. 


Dr. Will McLendon studied this country 
and abroad, receiving his Ph.D. from the University 
Paris 1952 and joining the faculty the Uni- 
versity the fall that year. 
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word for 
the new critics 


William Handy 
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NOW generally accepted that such “new 

critics” “formalists” John Crowe Ransom, 
Cleanth Brooks and Allen Tate have had profound 
effect the study literature our time. The main 
principles their critical theory and practice were set 
forth more than fifteen years ago books like Brooks 
and Warren’s Understanding Poetry (1938), Brooks’ 
Modern Poetry and the Tradition (1939), Ransom’s 
The Body (1938) and The New Criticism 
(1941), and Tate’s Reason Madness (1941). Since 
that time the way literature studied the univer- 
sities has undergone decided changes. 
course longer means the assignment enormous 
reading lists, with but cursory treatment individual 
works the lecture hall. Emphasis longer 
the author’s life even the historical, social and 
intellectual milieu surrounding his work. These are 
still regarded important considerations, but the 
main emphasis undergraduate literature courses 
the works themselves. Scholarship still central 
the professor English, but scholarship has ex- 
panded include criticism especially the practice 
criticism. And here that the influence the 
formalists has been greatest. 


Yet spite the general agreement among 
scholars and critics that closer attention individual 
works represents healthy direction for literary study, 
there have been many who have expressed misgivings. 
Formalist criticism, said, leads undue pre- 
occupation with form and technique, undue 
concern with poetic language and literary devices. 
Certainly the study literature should not cen- 
tered dissecting works for the purpose isolating 
paradoxes and ironies, locating “tensions” em- 
phasizing “irrelevancies.” not this, after all, merely 
more exacting kind art-for-art’s sake aestheticism? 
What, asked, the ultirnate significance close 
textual analysis? 

One might begin answer this question pre- 
senting idea central the works John Crowe 
Ransom, Allen Tate and Cleanth Brooks. This the 
belief that literature represents special, even unique 
kind symbolic formulation man’s experience 
and that what formulates cannot communicated 
logical language without vital loss. 

the light this doctrine the major 
critical theme our century that justification for 
formalist, close textual analysis practice may found 
because this doctrine which conditions all 
critical considerations, from the investigation 
the significant content War and Peace the devices 
technique Wordsworth sonnet. 

the view the Southern formalist critics, the 
difference between the language science and the 
language literary art directly related the dif- 
ference between the language abstraction and the 
language concretion. Yet this not merely pre- 
occupation with form and technique. Underlying 
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their concern with poetic language deep convic- 
tion regarding the vital nature and function poetry. 
They take the meaning abstract its original sense 
“taken away.” Thus they see the practice science 
the process reducing whatever aspect ex- 
perience formulates thereby altering its real 
existence. Ransom regards chief reason-for- 
being the necessary antidote the emasculations 
scientific formulations. The New Criticism, 
declares: 

live world which must distin- 

guished from the world the worlds, for 

there are many them, which treat 

our scientific discourse. They are its 

reduced, emasculated, and docile versions. 


The language poetry, the other hand, the 


language concretion. Here again the original 


ing concrete “grown together” central 
Ransom’s theory poetry. evident the state- 
ment quoted above, Ransom’s concern not simply 
with form and technique but with the deeper func- 
tion poetry has offering more complete formula- 
tion human experience. Ransom concludes: 
Poetry intends recover the denser and 
more refractory original world which 
know loosely through our perceptions and 
memories. this supposition kind 
knowledge which radically onto- 
logically distinct. 
Or, had put The Body: 
What cannot know constitutionally 
scientists the world which made 
whole and indefeasible objects, and this 
the world which poetry recovers for us. 


The scientist wishes indicate one meaning, not 
plurality meaning; avoids distracting elements 
such the communication personal attitudes, 
imagistic associations and words which emotional 
overtones have become attached. short, con- 
sciously conditions himself against any usage which 
would fall outside the normal patterns logical 
formulation. His vision directed the principles 
which determine the object, and which relate 
other objects. His method, then, abstraction. 
the other hand, when language used com- 
municate the object itself rather than information 
about it, the intention seek presentational effects. 
The poet strives for fullness plurality meaning 
which knows the object exhibits before has been 
reduced general concept. fully aware 
the reader’s propensity grasp eagerly the struc- 
ture logical ideas implicit any language formula- 
tion, and means distract his readers from the 


practice offering presentations qualitative mean- 
ing rather than patterns ideational meaning. Thus, 
the poet must use language way which resists 
the logical pattern. His method concretion. 

precisely here that the formalist’s principle 
poetic particularity becomes apparent. The very 
fact logical discourse the fact that our com- 
munication any judgment, from the simplest sen- 
tence the most complex dissertation, operates 
impose habit pattern the way ordinarily 
use language constitutes the possibility poetic 
particularity. The reason obvious: every poetic de- 
vice constructed function literary presentation 
must, some way, interrupt violate the established 
norm the logical language pattern. Without devia- 
tion from the normal language pattern, only logical 
universality meaning possible. The poet strives, 
then, for relevant departures from the logical. Ran- 
som offers general statement the principle: 


feature that obeys the canon logic 
only the mere instance universal 
convention, while the one that violates that 
canon indestructibly private thing. 


Ransom’s point simply that poetic structures char- 
acteristically violate the conventional pattern logical 
discourse. give example: Wordsworth’s lines, 
“The world too much with us; late and soon,/ Get- 
ting and spending lay waste our powers,” there 
are several such departures from the logical ex- 
pected thought pattern. The logical statement the 
first poetic phrase would formulated some such 
terms these: worldliness too much part our 
interests. The second phrase, “late and soon,” fol- 
low the expected thought pattern should read, “late 
and early,” more precisely, “early and late.” The 
metaphor, “Getting and spending, lay waste our 
powers,” based the analogy between the mater- 
ialistic urge destroying the faculties the mind and 
the activity mercenary horde destroying city. 
The poetic phrase has other ramifications meaning 
which function indirection, contrast the di- 
rect, unambiguous meanings logical discourse. 
“Getting and spending” suggests the cheapness, the 
crassness, which the poet associates with materialistic 
cravings. The same attitude expressed man’s 
thoughtless destruction his valuable “powers,” 
which like the soldier’s wanton destruction the 
city’s precious cultural objects. But lay waste 
also let lie and rot, and the analogy this sense 
the farmer’s neglect his harvest. Here the 
failure tend his fields failure stew- 
ardship just “we” fail “our” stewardship 
neglecting the intellectual and aesthetic capacities, 
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ie., “we lay waste our powers.” obvious that 
science must carefully avoid structures like these. The 
scientist must seek one-to-one 
tween his symbol and its referent and between his 
predicate and its intended meaning. But the 
most effective structure the metaphorical analogy, 
which every instance represents 
from the logical form. 

None the critics the formalist tradition has 
emphasized the importance ircny device for 
achieving the full particularity poetic meaning 
often has Cleanth Brooks. Here the literal strictly 
logical meaning purposely not intended. the 
violation the expected straightforward use 
language that results literary presentation. 
The Well Wrought Urn, Brooks explains irony 
strictly literary device: 


“Tears, Idle Tears” well Donne’s 
“Canonization.” have, course, been 
taught expect find irony Pope’s 
“Rape the Lock,” but there 
found irony Keats’s “Ode Grecian 
Urn”; and there irony very power- 
ful sort Wordsworth’s “Intimations” ode. 
For the thrusts and pressures exerted 
the various symbols are not avoided 
the poet: they are taken into account 
and played, one against the other. Indeed, 
the symbols from scientific point 


view are used perversely: the child 
who the best philosopher; from 
kind darkness from something that 
“shadowy” that the light proceeds; 
growth into manhood viewed, not 
extrication from, but incarceration 
within, prison. 

There should mystery why 
this must so. The terms science are 
abstract symbols which not change 
under the pressure the context. They 
are pure (or aspire pure) denota- 
tions; they are defined advance. They 
are not warped into new meanings. 
But where the dictionary which contains 
the terms poem? truism that 
the poet continually forced remake 
language. Eliot put it, his task 
“dislocate language into meaning.” And, 
from the standpoint scientific vocab- 
ulary, this precisely what performs: 
for, rationally considered, the ideal lan- 
guage would contain one term for each 
meaning, and the relation between term 
and meaning would constant. But the 
word, the uses it, has con- 
ceived of, not discrete particle 
meaning, but potential meaning, 


continued 


CLOSE TEXTUAL ANALYSIS: NEW CRITICS WORK 


FORUM 


ie 


NEW CRITICS 


continued 


nexus cluster meanings. 
Thus, the poetic use language one which “the 
symbols from scientific point view are 
used perversely,” and “the poet continually forced 
remake language,” “dislocate language into 
meaning.” 

Tate distinguishes the “poetic experience” 
terms the fuller meanings which the poem offers 


contrast the reduced version offered the 


logical statement: 

you find that exhaustive analysis 
applied the texture image and meta- 
phor fails turn any inconsistency, and 
the same time fails get all the mean- 
ing the poem into logical statement, 
you are participating poetic experience. 

the poetic device, itself determined the prin- 
ciple logical violation, contains fullness mean- 
ing that cannot encompassed the logical state- 
ment. 

The formalist critics use such terms “embodi- 
ment meaning,” “the literary presentation,” and the 
“concrete image” “icon.” Each these way 
saying that something has been done the lan- 
guage which different from the 
logical use it. Even the concept “poetic quality” 
denotes that what communicated kind mean- 
ing generically different intention and essence 
from what communicated any use whatsoever 
logical formulation. Tone, attitude, and atmos- 
phere may qualities which are distinct and signif- 
icant their meanings the poem. They are not 
clearly recognized the sharp-edged concrete 
image, but they possess the same quality being 
particular, and they are the direct result in- 
tended non-logical use language. strictly log- 
ical assertion, such qualities are intentionally neutral- 
ized because they offer meanings which distract. The 
scientist, recognizing the fact, strives for qualitative 
neutrality his formulations. 

The poet, the other hand, continually works 
achieve poetically meaningful distraction from 
the logical pattern. Ransom calls the formation 
these literary distractions, “irrelevances.” the sense 
which uses the term, “irrelevance” any 
poetic phrase, which, has been shown, derives from 
some meaningful variation from, violation of, the 
logical norm. logically “irrelevant,” which 
the necessary condition for poetic relevance: 

“irrelevance” may feel forced first, 

and its overplus meaning unwanted, be- 

cause means the importation little 

foreign extraneous content into what 
should determinate, and limited; but 
soon the poet comes upon kind ir- 


relevance that seems desirable, and be- 

gins indulge voluntarily, new 

and positive asset the meaning. And 

this the principle: the importations, 

which the imagination introduces into dis- 

course, have the value developing the 

“particularity” which lurks the “body,” 

and under the surface, apparently deter- 

minate situations. When Marvell 

suaded the rhyme-consideration in- 

vest the Humber with tide, furnish 

his abstract calendar with specification 

about the Flood, and the conversion the 

Jews, does not make these additions 

reluctantly. the contrary, knows that 

the brilliance the poetry depends the 

shock, accompanied once the realism 

the naturalness its powerful particular- 

ity. 
Literary meanings cannot the outcome rational 
reasonings; they are more accurately described 
discoveries, the result poetic experimentation, 
But any case they represent what Suzanne Langer 
has called “presentational” meanings which are logicak 
“irrelevant” but which successfully embody 
particularity experience its unabstracted 


The historical critics have charged the 
especially Ransom, Tate, and Brooks, with seeking 


nothing but aesthetic meanings, without full 
knowledgment what the formalists intend 
emphasis aesthetic meanings. the other 
the Southern new critics have attacked the historical 
scholar for reducing the poem historical, 
ical and philosophical meanings, without sufficiently 
recognizing that the poem does contain, however 
poetically transcribed, such meanings. Yet now 
evident that meeting ground possible for these 
opposing schools. The recent critical study Blake 
and Yeats Hazard Adams and the new analysis 
Milton Kester Svendsen, both appearing within 
the past year, are sufficient testimony that critical 
evolution underway. Not only are both these 
works characterized sound literary scholarship, but 
both are excellent examples formalist criticism, 
close analysis based upon sensitive interpretation. 
What perhaps most important that both share 
mutual conviction which the basis for their critical 
practice, the conviction that poetry must regarded 
form which meaning uniquely embodied. Such 
view hardly art-for-art’s sake; more nearly 
art for the sake capturing man’s real experience 
which, the Southern formalist critics insist, 
bodied, not abstracted experience. 


Dr. William Handy member the English 
department the University Texas and 


rently writing longer work the new criticism 


formulated John Crowe Ransom. 
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THE IDIOSYNCRATIC SHAPES AND 
PATHETIC GLAZES PICTURED HERE ARE 
THE WORK RUTH LAIRD, MEMBER 
THE UNIVERSITY'S ART FACULTY, 
AND JOE PEREIRA (THE FIRST TWO ARE 
MISS THE BALANCE MR. PER- 
TOGETHER THEY REPRESENT 
SAMPLING CURRENT WORK 


ONE THE OLDEST AND MOST ELU- 
SIVE ART FORMS. 
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Werner Grunbaum 


LIBERTY, 
TYRANNY 
AND THE 
WISE 


CENTURY WOODCUTS 


The world today full, the world has 
always been, political “realists” who have 
the Machiavelli view human nature and 
who use justify complete political 
amorality 
The question for any man action 
whether the end justifies the means, and, 
particular, whether the end keeping 
himself power justifies any means. The 
most favorable interpretation Machiavel- 
that does not discuss the end, that 
says, will not tell you that you are 
keep yourself power any and all 
means; will merely show you what means 
you must employ you have determined 
that this your end.” This like saying, 
will not tell you that you should murder 
your enemy: but you have decided 
so, will show you some interesting 
ways doing it.” 

Hutchins 


Machiavelli often discusses the advantages 
immorality skillfully used gain 
ends, and this which mainly 
responsible for his evil repute. But for the 
most part not much immoral 
non-moral. simply abstracts politics 
from other considerations and writes 
Political and military measures are almost 
the sole objects his interest, and 
divorces these almost wholly from religious, 
moral, and social considerations, except 
the latter affect political expedients. 

George Sabine 


ICCOLO Machiavelli rejected classical political 

philosophy useless because had taken its 
bearings how men ought live. Classical philos 
ophy stressed moral virtue and the contemplative 
life standards which man might might not at- 
tain. declaring these standards unrealistic, 
chiavelli became, the words Professor Leo 
Strauss (Natural Right and History), “that greater 
Columbus, who had discovered the continent” 
which modern political philosophy erected its 
ture. 

Machiavelli felt that philosophy must take 
bearings how men actually live. Man would 
not realize the classical goals, felt, because the 
standards had been set too high. philosophy were 
take its bearings how men actually live, 
would far greater possibility that man could ful 
fill the new goals. For Machiavelli, therefore, 
ultimate goal was altered and this break with 
traditional thinking initiated general lowering 
standards political thought. 

this manner Machiavelli substituted patriot 
ism, merely political virtue, for the classical 
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phasis moral virtue. The classical philosophers 
argued that moral virtue might might not at- 
tained that its attainment was matter chance. 
Man’s state affairs could improve decay. Whether 
not wouid become moral was uncertain, and 
that would was, further, not probable. 

Machiavelli attacked the classical notion that 
man’s attainment virtue was matter chance. 
felt that chance could and should controlled. 
argued that was possible control chance 
philosophy would take its bearings how men 
live. Political virtue could then attained society. 
had discovered the “new continent.” 

Machiavelli, then, concerned himself with things 
they actually are. this end discusses examples 
chosen from classical antiquity. From knowledge 
man and always has been did 
agree with classical philosophy that man’s nature was 
unchanging), drew conclusions the causes 
political success and failure. But Machiavelli, unlike 


other modern philosophers, held morals 
inseparable. 


Throughout his writings attempted show 
that men will always prove themselves wicked un- 
less compelled goodness. But man’s selfish 
will there demand for order and security and 
for this reason may come act the general 
interest all. conception goodness 
signifies simply tendency promote the general 
welfare the community. The final measure good- 


ness the strength state terms the public 


spirit which has been developed therein. Public spirit, 


holds, can developed but must often re- 
activated; and its absence, very drastic means in- 
deed are necessary inaugurate it. 


The question what constitutes political strength 
and stability reflected the Discourses, for our 
purpose most important writing because 
reveals his views the state and its citizens. 


Most significant for Machiavelli the question 
how public spirit can developed community 
whose citizens care nothing about it. His answer 
that the public welfare cannot separated from that 
the individual. Machiavelli asserts that under cer- 
tain conditions men will display high degree 
public spirit, will act the interest their country. 
Such state affairs neither arises nor endures 
spontaneously, argues; “wise prince” vital. 

Before the role this ruler can clarified, 
must attempt examine the terms “liberty” and 
they are used Machiavelli. dif- 


define these terms with exactness from his 


writings. Under the term “liberty” share the di- 
rection public affairs included. Liberty primar- 
ily identified with security, which Machiavelli felt 


man’s motivating forces, its emphasis 


law. liberty does not exist any particular 


form government but security life, honor and 
property under law. 
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Essential understanding this conception 
liberty its antithesis, “tyranny.” Tyranny involved 
the purely arbitrary power prince exercised 
his own selfish interest rather than behalf the 
general security his citizens. this respect, 
Allen his Political Thought the Sixteenth Cen- 
tury, certainly the most discerning analysis Ma- 
chiavelli’s thought published date, points out that 
Machiavelli never explicitly connects liberty and the 
public spirit. certain point the connection 
clear enough. Liberty promoting security will en- 
dear the state its citizens. But not clear how 
share the management public affairs will con- 
tribute the public spirit unless the feeling 
close association between citizen and state which 
will result. 

any rate, regardless the question whether 
liberty promotes the public spirit, liberty cannot 
maintained state where there public spirit 
because such state consists “corrupt” citizens. 
Although possible maintain liberty mon- 
archy, Machiavelli felt that republic was more 
desirable. felt that was seldom indeed that men 
would desire republic order obtain power for 
themselves. Let now pass examine how Ma- 
chiavelli proposed inaugurate public spirit, the pre- 
requisite for justice, state which had none. 

Legitimacy, felt, could come about only 
through illegitimacy. Civil society has its roots 
injustice. But through this process justice achieved. 
Justice possible for Machiavelli only after civil 
order has been achieved. This principle illustrated 
Chapters VII and VIII The Prince which 
Cesare Borgia and Oliverotto Fermo, both ruthless, 
unscrupulous, and cruel men, are contrasted Borgia 
the virtuous prince and Fermo the villain. Al- 
though the moral virtue the one prince higher 
than that the other, Machiavelli’s chapter heading 
for Borgia “Of New Dominions Which Have Been 
Acquired One’s Own Arms and Ability” and the 
chapter heading for Fermo “Of Those Who Have 
Attained the Position Prince Villainy.” Fermo 
was villain because had allowed Borgia deceive 
him. concept virtue clear. Justice 
can only achieved the true foundations 
state which sufficiently powerful endure. 

But even grant that morally questionable 
order may lay the foundation for civil order based 
justice, there always the possibility that when- 
ever such order should become unstable, new 
resort morally questionable acts must made. 
Under such conditions, Machiavelli does not hesitate 
let necessity determine virtue, illustrated 
Book Chapter XXVIII The Discourses, under 
the chapter heading “The Actions Citizens Should 
Watched, for often Such Seem Virtuous Con- 
ceal the Beginning Tyranny.” 

The city Rome was afflicted fam- 


continued 


its 
hilos- 
Ma- 
Leo 
reater 
vould 
the 
the 
with 


PRINCE 


continued 


ine; and the public magazines were in- 
sufficient supply the deficiency food, 
citizen named Spurius Melius, who was 
very rich for those times, resolved lay 
private stock grain and feed the 
people his own expense. This liberality 
attracted crowds people, and won 
him the popular favor that the Senate, 
fearing the evil consequences that might 
arise from it, and for the purpose put- 
ting end the evil before should 
grow too great, created, expressly against 
Spurius, Dictator, who had him put 
death. This shows that very often actions 
that seem good the surface, and which 
cannot reasonably objected to, may be- 
come oppressive and highly dangerous 
republic, unless they are corrected be- 
times. 


The Borgia illustration from The Prince and the 


Melius incident from The Discourses substantiate 
Professor Strauss’ theory that “Machiavelli’s admira- 


tion for the political practice classical antiquity 
and especially republican Rome only the reverse 
side his rejection classical political philosophy,” 
His concept virtue substituted patriotism merely 
political virtue for moral virtue. 


Although chapter headings appear 
innocent enough the person not really reading their 
content, their negation the classical political 
ophy clear when they are examined their textual 
context. 


Finally, may ask whether man justified 
overthrowing tyranny. Machiavelli Book 
Chapter The Discourses warns against 
conspiracies, even those directed against tyranny, 
because the likelihood their success 
Yet Machiavelli felt that Brutus was well justified 
betraying Caesar and overthrowing him especially 
because was successful but also because Caesar 
had deprived the people “of their liberty.” And 
Machiavelli warns sovereigns that they 
themselves, although often requires ruthless means, 
against all conspiracies except those inspired the 
“more powerful motive that makes 
against their princes, and that the desire liberate 
their country from the tyranny which has been 
subjected the prince.” warned that “tyrants 
never die natural death” unless they voluntarily 
give their power, and that they are not likely 
that. 


Machiavelli can hardly described amoral 


because approaches problems within the 


work his political ethics. Furthermore, spite 
the fact that his new approach political philosophy 


was characterized framework which ultimately 
led lowering standards modern philosophy, 


all fairness can hardly said supporter 
despotism and apologist for the worst kinds 
tyranny. His standard the common good the 
people, which real end. Virtue that habit 
which man devotes himself the common good 
through necessity compulsion. But for Machiavelli 
justice arises with society and only society. And 
since possible only the social order, his end 
justifies any means. 

Apology for Machiavelli the name amoral- 
ity continues. Denunciation him teacher 
political immorality also continues. His own view 
the relation ethics and politics indeed very 
that Machiavelli asked serious question concerning 
the nature justice which remains worthy the 
most serious consideration. 


Dr. Werner Grunbaum received his PhD. 


degree from the University Chicago the spring 
and joined the University faculty the fall 
that year. 
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The idea progress 


THE course history manifest any signif- 

icant trend upward and forward? the histor- 
ical development epical rhythm positive achieve- 
ment which can scan, tragic downfall, 
else fortuitous and unmeaning sequence, random 
How warranted are speaking his- 


FORUM 


torical growth and development? These 
about the ongoing realization values historical 
mellowing are expressed the problem Progress. 

should needless point out that are 
not concerned here with some common uses the 


continued 


very 
fact 
the 
ing 
fall 


word “progress” continued movement forward 
certain processes and conditions. The idea progress 
which are considering may stated the sim- 
plest terms change for the better.” The recogni- 
terms impending values, and judgment posi- 
tive evaluation. “Great truth, and will prevail.” 

should note that the connotation the idea 
progress thoroughly personal and definitely 
secular. Let consider these two features our 
belief. First, counter any materialistic account 
human activities terms merely mechanical 
determination. use the word “progress” with un- 
warranted looseness when speak the progress 
storm some plant and animal decay. 
Progress has meaning apart from values, values 
concretely being realized ongoing activity. Our 
lives, say, are not mere series predeter- 
mined effects, wound mechanisms. Human choice 
and eventual action signify the genuine emergence 
values, values that were not but now are, and 
are yet more fully. 

The definitely human-personal, non-mechanical 
connotation the idea progress also thoroughly 
secular. While transcends the perspective strictly 
causal determinism, also distinguished from 
the opposite rigid Providential determinism some 
types theology. Consider extreme variety the 
latter, the notion kismet fate Mohammedan 
thought. The Islamic doctrine that all our thoughts 
and words and deeds are eternally written the 
book Allah rules out any belief progress. 
this basis there can view human achieve- 
ment. History can only the unrolling Allah’s 
everlasting scroll. Many Christian theologians who 
not expound predestination its extreme forms, 
fatalist Calvinist even Augustinian, are yet 
finally insistent Providential direction men’s 
lives and the historical process. that outlook 


the idea progress, meaning men’s own active 
achievement and increasing possession values, must 
appear very ambiguous, even impious. 

The clear idea progress modern 
sion, notably since “the century genius,” the 
teenth. product the thinking deliberately 
secular minds. The belief progress has been called 
the modern man’s religion, and some traditional 
religionists have suspected ungodly 
The important point for recognize the 
teristic perspective which the idea progress 
manifested significantly: secular outlook which 
acknowledges unambiguously personal and spiritual 
activities and values. This outlook historical and 
religious. simply faces human problem human 
way. this view men’s lives and historical 
cesses, the idea progress has real meaning. Here 
can raise the question progress. How 
answered? 

The offhand answer general discussion apt 
affirmative. the growing complexity modem 
life, nothing seems more obvious than the 
sive mastery the forces and resources nature for 


human use. are harnessing nature our 


ding more and more various and extensive ways. 


are discovering and utilizing ever-increasing 


plies food and more secure subsistence. are 
solving the secrets diseases and steadily 


ing the span human life. are perfecting 


portation and communication incredible degrees, 
that have almost wiped out the barriers 
space and time. are placing within the reach 
growing millions the appliances 
more effective and comfortable household economy, 
well educational and artistic advantages. And 
our systems universal public education are pre 
paring our young people outstrip their elders and 
move forward still larger horizons. 


This broad optimistic evaluation may noted 
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the eulogistic tone the term “modern.” The 
modern common consent the better, and better 
still the newest model with the latest improvements. 
The general matter-of-fact expectation all the 
modern conveniences typical our society. The 
average citizen has his service appliances which 
were beyond the dreams kings and barons not 
long ago. 

This commonsense optimism has found scientific 
support the doctrine evolution. Despite the basic 
distinction between the evolutionary outlook and that 
historical progress the realization values, the 
biological idea evolution has been used loosely 
the sense development express confidence 
the ongoing betterment living beings and especial- 
the human species. Darwin himself yielded 
sometimes this sort reflection. Surely nature 
that has advanced from amoeba and worm mam- 
mals and men, surely humanity that has risen from 
savagery civilization makes the conviction con- 
tinued progress reasonable belief. 


This evolutionary idea progress has been 
sternly challenged. Huxley, himself leading 
champion Darwinian biology, warned against 
the optimistic inferences that were often derived from 
evolution humanity set forth the annals 
history.” And long before Darwin and Huxley, and 
beyond the range evolutionary biology, the idea 
historical progress has met through the ages de- 
tailed and radical negation. 

Pessimism one the perennial themes man’s 
thought and feelings. The study has shown its 
deep and ramified roots all fields human ex- 
perience. The pessimistic denial historical prog- 
has been called the despair civilization, the 
grim conviction that men and societies are unfit for 
achievement. Consider any the great values 
life worth living: health, happiness, knowledge, 


peace. Does history give any convincing 
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evidence men’s advance the attainment as- 
sured possession these cherished blessings? Not- 
withstanding our greatest medical triumphs, civilized 
man still physical and mental invalid, for his 
manner life corrupts his body and mind faster 
than medicine can cure and alleviate them. Our com- 
plex social system stirring more wants and lusts 
than our means and capacities can satisfy, and 
are doomed ever varying disappointments and un- 
happiness. Our increased knowledge details has 
left less baffled than our ancestors the 
ultimate secrets reality. And justice and peace, 
history record dismay, instability and dis- 
aster. vain presumption nations build their edifices 
justice and peaceful order, build for the centuries 
systems which not outlast their own season. Cham- 
berlain announced his “peace our time,” and the 
next year the world was flames. Schopenhauer 
spurned the idealistic description history man’s 
achievement freedom and the agelong court 
justice. History, said, but succession cat- 
fights: one long war chapter after another, with some 


blank half-pages perchance for the brief war-weary 
peace. 


Both the pessimistic and the optimistic recitals 
can expanded any length without modifying 
the final refrains. critical appraisal, the evidence 
cited each them impressive, but their con- 
trary conclusions are unconvincing. cannot dis- 
miss either them merely temperamental reactions 
subjective inferences from personal well-being 
woes, expressions their respective historical 
periods. 

should better consider the historical evidence 
its merits. And here are bound note that 
the very immensity and complexity the historical 
material precludes any final, rigid conclusions 
approval condemnation. One can follow Spengler 
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assembling mass historical data that makes 
plausible his thesis the decline and breakdown 
Western civilization. But different collection 
historical evidence could marshalled support 
the opposite thesis. cannot settle this issue 
mere counsel moderation and seek some golden 
mean, say between Spengler and Condorcet. The right 
way out our perplexity through studying the 
process civilization more critically. 

The history civilization cannot described 
fairly either upward curve progress 
line meaningless futility. distinguished from 
primitive life from barbaric epochs, our modern 
civilization both better and worse, but should 
explain this seemingly evasive appraisal. The 
torical course towards civilization process 
increasing complexity and expanding range 
human powers and activities. the transition 
from childhood adolescence and maturity. Men’s 
abilities and the scope individual careers and so- 
cial-historical policies and institutions sweep out 
both directions, for good for ill. History shows 
wider reach how high man can rise and how low 
can sink. Men’s resources multiply their technical 
and other powers realizing their purposes, but 
also their misdirections and perversities. Achievement 
and frustration, creative advance and corruption con- 
tend precariously each turn the historical course. 
The outcome often complicated conditions not 
altogether within man’s control, but depends basical- 
upon his choice between alternative interests, pur- 
poses and values. And this choice ever more 
momentous. 


This outlook neither one bland optimism 
nor pessimistic dismay, but clearsighted and 
responsible view the historical course 
conceives history growth and expansion 
the range men’s activities, the scope and signifi 
cance their issues, and the gravity their 


sions, for good for ill. Can think any 


period history when this judgment civilization 
and the basic idea progress has been evinced 


more clearly than our atomic age? The 


and technical achievements modern science have 
unlocked natural resources and energies available 


human use, beyond the wildest dreams 


increase the means perfecting human 
all directions. But the released atomic energies 
also engines destruction, and find 
the verge, and almost over the verge, exploding 
our whole civilization and ourselves into smithereens 
Our belief progress has both inspiring 


tragic aspect. should express clear awareness 


the expanding range and complexity our modem 
life. Before are marvelous opportunities for 
precedented cultural achievement, but also stunning 
perils catastrophic disaster. Our destiny hangs 
our choice conflicting values. ever there 
all-human drama enacted before 
us, that sways our entire lives the balance, her 
is, and cannot shirk it. 


Dr. Radoslav Tsanoff the author 
ber well-known philosophical works and has 
for many years associated with The Rice 
where now professor emeritus. 
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